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Concept Note 

High-level Forum of Directors General for Development Cooperation  

(DG Forum) 2019 
General Information: 

• Date: Friday 13 December 2019 

• Time: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.  

• Venue: TBD in Istanbul, Turkey 

• Co-organizers: The United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC), 

the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), the Islamic Development Bank 

(IsDB) in collaboration with the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA) 

• Overall theme: Charting the Post-BAPA+40 Roadmap for South-South and 

Triangular Cooperation: Towards Effective Institutionalization of South-South and 

Triangular Cooperation for Sustainable Development 

Background 

1) Developing countries, commonly grouped as the Global South, have increased the depth 

and breadth of their cooperation based on solidarity, shared values, and common needs 

and interests through South-South Cooperation (SSC). Several milestones, such as the 

historic Bandung Conference in 1955, the formulation of the Group of 77, and the Buenos 

Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing Technical Cooperation among 

Developing Countries (BAPA) adopted by the United Nations Member States in 

December 1978 (A/RES/33/134) have provided the necessary impetus for enhancing 

SSC.  

 

2) BAPA charted a way forward in terms of promoting the development of stronger ties 

among the countries of the South, through enhanced technical, financial, social and 

political cooperation. Since then, SSC has become a significant tool to link countries, 

especially to share know-how, expertise, technology and resources in order to solve 

development challenges, while preserving the principles of solidarity and national 

ownership.  

 

3) As a consequence of these high-level directions, the modalities, actors, and magnitude of 

SSC have witnessed impressively fast expansion, especially in the past two decades. 

Traditional donors have taken note of how SSC has emerged as one of the effective 

mechanisms for solving development challenges and are increasingly supporting SSC 

through a mechanism called triangular cooperation—together referred to as South-South 

and triangular cooperation (SSTrC).  
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4) The international community met again in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 20 to 22 March 

2019 in order to commemorate the 40th anniversary of BAPA at the Second High-level 

United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40) to take stock of 

achievements, challenges and opportunities in SSTrC. The representatives of 145 

Member States and the European Union, including the high-level participation from 

Member States such as 8 Heads of State, 2 Vice Prime Ministers, and 61 Ministers, 

attended the BAPA+40. Member States agreed on an Outcome Document (A/73/291), 

which reinforces the long-standing principles of SSTrC as a solidarity-based development 

cooperation mechanism.  The Outcome Document represents a forward-looking blueprint 

for the international community to consolidate its approach to the role of South-South and 

triangular cooperation in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and other internationally 

agreed development goals.  

 

5) Main highlights of the BAPA+40 Outcome Document are as follows: 

a.  The long-held principles of SSC—which are: (i) respect for national sovereignty; 

(ii) national ownership; (iii) independence; (iv) equality; (v) non-conditionality; (vi) 

non-interference in domestic affairs; (vii) mutual benefit—were reaffirmed during 

the conference; 

b. The complementary nature of SSC to North-South cooperation was also 

highlighted. Furthermore, the role of SSC as a key mechanism to contribute to the 

achievement of all the SDGs under 2030 Agenda was stressed; 

c. The multi-dimensional nature of SSC is outlined in the Outcome Document, noting 

that in additional to transfer of know-how, expertise and capacity, SSC also covers 

cross-border investments and trade among the countries of the Global South; 

d. Development institutions, particularly the multilateral development banks, are 

encouraged to develop more effective mechanisms for SSTrC;  

e. Multilateral, regional and bilateral financial and development institutions are 

encouraged to consider increasing financial resources and technical cooperation 

for SSTrC; 

f. The importance of strong institutional arrangements for SSTrC was also 

highlighted in the Outcome Document, noting that some countries are more 

advanced than others with respect to putting in place relevant national institutional 

arrangements including national strategies for SSTrC, and mandating specific 

national agencies to undertake SSTrC. The Outcome Document called for putting 

in place mechanisms so that countries can share these best practices; 

g. Triangular cooperation has been covered extensively in the document, noting the 

increased support that is being provided from traditional donors and development 

institutions to SSC. In this respect, the document calls for increased resources and 

structured approaches to strengthening triangular cooperation.  
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h. In outlining the importance of triangular cooperation as a flexible and effective 

approach to solving development challenges through smart partnerships, the 

Outcome Document also highlights the role that the private sector should play in 

order to “multiply the potential of development cooperation and mitigate risks when 

resources are limited”; 

i. There has also been added emphasis in several places in the Outcome Document 

on the need to develop measurement frameworks to assess the quality and impact 

of SSTrC interventions. The document highlights that such approaches should be 

formulated in a non-binding and voluntary way while taking into account the various 

approaches and experiences that already exist in the countries of the South in this 

regard. 

Effective National Institutional Arrangements for SSTrC to Achieve the Recommendations of the BAPA+40 

Outcome Document 

6) Developing countries undertake SSTrC in different ways, using various approaches, 

institutional arrangements, and methodologies at the national level, influenced by various 

factors, including, but not limited to, existing capacities at the institutional, organizational, 

and human levels. While a lot has been achieved since the historic Bandung Conference 

held in 1955, the pace of improvements in national institutional frameworks has lagged 

behind the fast development of SSTrC. This is a constraint for unleashing the full potential 

of SSTrC.  

 

7) The increasing complexity and sophistication as well as the fast expanding scale of 

SSTrC, call for improved institutional arrangements at the national, regional, and 

international levels. This need has also been articulated in the BAPA+40 Outcome 

Document as highlighted above.  

 

8) However, to develop and put in place an effective and efficient institutional framework at 

the international and even regional level would represent a top-down approach that is not 

aligned with the principles and spirit of SSTrC. It would also require much time and 

concerted effort for designing a framework, building political support, and eventually 

reaching consensus. To minimize the negative impact of a weak institutional framework 

on the dynamics of SSTrC, the most practical and feasible way is to start addressing the 

challenge first at the national level and adopt a bottom-up approach for eventually 

achieving an effective global architecture. This would lead to voluntary institutionalization 

of SSTrC at the national level, touching on various aspects of what constitutes a 

comprehensive set of arrangements—or ecosystem—leading to more effective 

implementation and promotion of SSTrC solutions and interventions. Strong national 

institutional arrangements would then lead to the desired level of structured collaboration 

by influencing and spilling over into the regional and international arrangements of SSTrC.  
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9) In this context, it can be argued that one of the significant enabling factors for achieving 

the recommendations of the BAPA+40 Outcome Document in particular, and 2030 

Agenda in general, depend on institutionalizing SSTrC at the national level in the countries 

of the Global South to strengthen its effectiveness and ensure its meaningful contribution  

to development cooperation.  

The UN High-Level Forum of Directors General for Development Cooperation 

10) The upcoming 2019 session of the annual High-level Forum of Directors General for 

Development Cooperation (DG Forum), bringing together the heads of development 

cooperation agencies and institutions and other partners, will be the first one to take place 

after the BAPA+40 Conference. It will be an opportunity for the practitioners of SSTrC to 

reflect and exchange views on ways and approaches to implement the BAPA+40 

Outcome Document of the Conference, especially on issues of key importance such as 

the strengthening national institutional arrangements for SSTrC as an enabling factor, 

among other topics related to institutionalization of SSTrC such as assessing the results 

of SSTrC interventions, formulating structured training programs to strengthen awareness 

on SSTrC and address capacity gaps related to implementation of SSTrC interventions.  

 

11) To transform the commitments of the Outcome Document of BAPA+40 into tangible and 

sustainable actions, as well as to follow up on its implementation, participants of the DG 

Forum will work on devising actionable and results-oriented solutions. In this regard, the 

DG Forum 2019 will be designed to result in an action plan with specific recommendations 

on joint activities and initiatives that can be implemented with the aim to strengthen the 

institutionalization of SSTrC for effective implementation of the recommendations of 

BAPA+40 Outcome Document.  

 

12)  With this overall purpose in mind, the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation 

(UNOSSC), the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) and the Japan International 

Cooperation Agency (JICA),  in coordination with the Turkish Cooperation and 

Coordination Agency (TIKA), co-organize the DG Forum 2019 on 13 December 2019 in 

Istanbul, Turkey, under the overall theme of “Charting the Post-BAPA+40 Roadmap for 

South-South and Triangular Cooperation: Towards Effective Institutionalization of South-

South and Triangular Cooperation for Sustainable Development”. The DG Forum is a 

space bringing together national implementing South-South and triangular cooperation 

agencies and institutions. Other South-South and triangular cooperation stakeholders and 

practitioners are also invited to the Forum.  

Proposed Programme of DG Forum 2019  

9.00 – 9.30    Welcoming Remarks  

➢ Speakers: UNOSSC, IsDB, JICA, TIKA  
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9.30 – 10.30 Session 1: Setting the Stage – Institutionalizing SSTrC at the National 

Level as a Success Factor to Achieve BAPA+40 Recommendations 

➢ Content: The main crux of the Outcome Document and the specific actions it is calling 

development partners and Member States to undertake will be outlined during this 

session. Also, the key success factors for help achieve the recommendations of 

BAPA+40 Outcome Document will be discussed. The importance of institutionalization 

of SSTrC at the national level will be highlighted to set the stage for the overall theme 

of the DG Forum 2019.  

➢ Speakers: TBD 

10.30 – 10.45 Coffee Break 

 

10.45 – 12.00 Session 2: Good Practices in National Institutional Arrangements 

➢ Content: Having established the significance of institutionalizing SSTrC at the 

national level as an enabler of success, participants will dig into the details on how to 

establish strong national institutional arrangements to promote SSTrC. Good practices 

from the Global South on elements like development of SSTrC strategies, setting up 

national bodies, mapping national capabilities, implementing SSTrC interventions 

through structured approaches, as well as identifying national development needs that 

can be solved through SSTrC will be shared by various participants. 

➢ Speakers: TBD 

12.00 – 13.30 Networking Lunch 

 

13.30 – 15:00 Session 3: Connecting Learning and Progress: Assessing Results for 

Continuous Improvement of SSTrC Interventions 

➢ Content: During this session, various approaches and methodologies for assessing 

results of SSTrC interventions will be presented by participants. This will provide an 

opportunity for cross-sharing ideas in this complex terrain which can help advance the 

general discussion on SSTrC results assessment with a view to better understand the 

development impact of interventions.  

➢ Speakers: TBD 

15.00 – 15.15 Coffee Break 

15:15 – 16:30 Session 4: The Role of Multilateral Development Institutions, Regional 

Organizations and United Nations System in Supporting and Promoting SSTrC for the 

Implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

➢ Content: In this session, the United Nations system, multilateral development 

partners, regional institutions will share their tools, including South-South Galaxy, and 
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other ongoing as well as planned initiatives towards achieving the recommendations 

of BAPA+40 Outcome Document. The United Nations System-wide South-South and 

Triangular Cooperation Strategy will be also introduced. 

➢ Speakers: UNOSSC (to introduce South-South Galaxy), UN agencies 

16:30 – 17:45 Session 5: Mapping the Next Steps to Achieve the BAPA+40 

Recommendations 

➢ Content: In this final session of the DG Forum, participants will discuss and 

recommend a set of key initiatives and interventions that are important to implement 

in order to achieve the recommendations identified in the BAPA+40 Outcome 

Document.  

➢ Speakers: All participants 

17.45 – 18.00  Closing Session 

➢ Speakers:  UNOSSC, IsDB, JICA, TIKA 

Design of the DG Forum 

PRE-FORUM:  The concept note will be distributed and available online. For countries 
and organizations who are interested in presenting during any of the 
sessions, please inform the DG Forum Secretariat with a brief summary 
by 15 November 2019. A draft document of DG Forum 2019, which will 
be presented during DG Forum 2019, will be circulated. 

DURING FORUM:  The DG Forum is designed to be interactive and action oriented. The 
Forum will provide ample time for discussion and interaction on effective 
institutionalization of South-South and triangular cooperation. The 
participants will also discuss how they work together effectively to 
implement the recommendations of the BAPA+40 Outcome Document. 
A document highlighting the conclusions and recommendations of DG 
Forum 2019 will be presented for the consideration of the participants.  

 

POST-FORUM:  UNOSSC, together with the key organizers of the DG Forum including 
the IsDB and JICA, will follow up on the agreed action items with the 
development cooperation agencies and provide any needed support to 
the extent possible and as necessary.  

Participation Registration 

Online registration for the DG Forum is required.  

▪ 2019 DG Forum Link: https://www.unsouthsouth.org/2019/10/24/2019-high-level-

forum-of-directors-general-for-development-cooperation/ 

▪ Registration Link: https://www.unsouthsouth.org/2019/10/24/dg-2019-registration/  

https://www.unsouthsouth.org/2019/10/24/2019-high-level-forum-of-directors-general-for-development-cooperation/
https://www.unsouthsouth.org/2019/10/24/2019-high-level-forum-of-directors-general-for-development-cooperation/
https://www.unsouthsouth.org/2019/10/24/2019-high-level-forum-of-directors-general-for-development-cooperation/
https://www.unsouthsouth.org/2019/10/24/2019-high-level-forum-of-directors-general-for-development-cooperation/
https://www.unsouthsouth.org/2019/10/24/dg-2019-registration/
https://www.unsouthsouth.org/2019/10/24/dg-2019-registration/
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Focal points from the UNOSSC (DG Forum Secretariat): 

Overall 
Coordinator 

Tarik Iziraren, Deputy Director for Policy and Strategic Partnership, 
UNOSSC 

Information Focal 
Point  

Yoko Shimura, Partnership Analyst, UNOSSC  

Contact 
Information 

Email: unossc.dgspace@unossc.org, yoko.shimura@unossc.org 
Phone: +1 212 906 5609, +1 212 906 3642 

Focal points from JICA 

Focal Point  Ryutaro Murotani, Director, Office for Global Issues and Development 
Partnerships, Operations Strategy Department, JICA  
Atsushi Okada, Assistant Director, Office for Global Issues and 
Development Partnerships, Operations Strategy Department, JICA  

Contact 
information 

Email: murotani.ryutaro@jica.go.jp; okada.atsushi@jica.go.jp   
Phone: +81 3 5226 9170 

Focal point from IsDB 

Focal Point Ahmed Faruk Diken, Senior Technical Cooperation Coordinator, MENA & 
Europe, Reverse Linkage, IsDB 

Contact 
information 

Email: ADiken@isdb.org 
Phone: +966 12 646 6825 

Focal point from TIKA 

Focal Point Belgin Cagdas, Cooperation with Bilateral and Multilateral Institutions Unit 
Officer, Department of External Relations and Partnerships, TIKA 

Contact 
information 

Email: b.cagdas@tika.gov.tr 
Phone: +90 312 939 7373 
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