
CITY-TO-CITY PARTNERSHIPS AND SOUTH-SOUTH 
AND TRIANGULAR COOPERATION ON  
SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Urban planning and management 
and its impacts in addressing 
climate change and fostering 

sustainable development 

The United Nations Office for South-South 
Cooperation (UNOSSC), in partnership with 

the Inter-American Institute (IAI) is pleased to 
announce its upcoming publication: 
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The central theme of  the UNOSSC 
publication focuses on how cities of 
the global South are using innovative, 
collaborative and evidence-based processes 
to tackle challenges from climate change and 
to achieve sustainable development. 

In particular, it examines three broad 
issues that are pertinent to sustainable 
development for cities, namely: 

■	 how does the evolving context and 
challenges of  climate change impact 
cities;

■	 what good practices and experiences 
emerge from management of  the 
urban space through diverse, inclusive 
and sustainable strategies; and,

■	 how can South-South and triangular 
cooperation (SSTC) help to facilitate 
wider developmental outcomes?

Although the modality of  South-South and 
Triangular cooperation has gained visibility 
in the last decade, cooperation between and 
among countries have not been adequately 
well	documented	and	this	difficulty	 is	even	
more	 significant	 in	 the	 context	 of 	 city-to-
city partnerships. 

This report is part of  Southern Climate 
Solution Series Publication which aims to 
promote and share climate change solutions 
generated by and applicable in the Southern 
developing countries. It draws on a diverse 
set of  thirteen case studies from across cities 
in South America (Buenos Aires, Mexico 
City, Santiago, Sao Paulo), Africa (Addis 
Ababa, Bujumbura, Dakar, Douala, Praia) 
and Asia (Shenzhen, Shanghai; Chennai, 
Pune, Surat), as well as cross-city initiatives 
such as GIZ’s Cities Fit for Climate Change 
(e-Thekwini, Chennai, Chile), UNFPA’s 

urbanisation whilst securing a sustainable, 
climate-resilient and low-emission future

Two	 recent	 significant	 global	 events	
have further renewed international focus 
on sustainable cities. The New Urban 
Agenda, adopted by the United Nations 
Conference on Housing and Sustainable 
Urban Development (Ecuador, 20 October 
2016), set a shared 20-year vision for 
sustainable urban development of  cities 
and municipalities in an integrated manner 
across global, national, sub-national and 
local levels. 

A	more	 recent	 significant	development	 is	
the outcome document of  the second High-
level United Nations Conference on South-
South Cooperation (BAPA+40, March 2019) 
which	has	for	the	first	time	highlighted	the	
catalytic role of  South-South cooperation 
at the sub-national level in sharing of  good 
practices in participatory urban planning 
and management, in raising the productivity, 
resilience and sustainability at the local 
level, and in promoting the mobilization of 
resources from all sources including public, 
private, domestic and international.1

For more information, contact: 
muriel.obon@unossc.org

What the UNOSSC does

The UNOSSC plays an important role in 
promoting, coordinating and supporting 
South-South and Triangular cooperation 
globally and within the United Nations 
system. Established by the UN General 

1  The basic objectives of  South-South cooperation are 
listed in the Buenos Aires Plan of  Action (BAPA) for 
Promoting and Implementing Technical Cooperation 
among Developing Countries endorsed by the General 
Assembly in 1978 (resolution 33/134)

use of  PADIS-INT population projection 
software (China), and ESCAP’s focus on 
Ocean	 Cities	 (Pacific	 Island	 Settlements).	
These examples illustrate how South-
South and Triangular cooperation (SSTC) is 
helping to further developmental outcomes, 
particularly those related to management and 
planning of  the urban space in addressing 
climate change and to delivering on the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Why cities matter

We are witnessing an unprecedented scale 
of  urbanization and, as the world rapidly 
urbanizes, two-thirds of  global populations 
are expected to live in cities by 2050 - with 
the	most	significant	urban	growth	expected	
in Asia and African countries. 

Cities are major contributors to climate 
change, and also remain vulnerable to its 
effects. While increased urban activity 
brings potential for economic growth and 
social transformation, cities face increased 
exposure to climatic hazards and natural 
shocks	 (e.g.,	 cyclones,	 floods,	 droughts),	
rising Green House Gas emissions, and are 
tackling other associated challenges such 
as air pollution, waste management, use of 
land and other natural resources, and urban 
transportation. 

Driven by urbanization and growth, cities 
of  the future are likely to look different 
from today. However, as cities grow and 
transform, they have tremendous potential 
to deliver sustained and inclusive growth 
and developmental outcomes for their 
inhabitants. An integrated approach to 
urban planning and management, backed 
by	 innovation	 and	 finance,	 are	 critical	 to	
enabling	cities	to	optimise	the	benefits	from	

Assembly in 1974, and hosted by UNDP, 
the UNOSSC has a mandate to advocate for 
and coordinate South-South and Triangular 
cooperation on a global and UN system-
wide basis. 

The UNOSSC also manages Trust Funds2 
that support collaboration and piloting of 
South-South initiatives across the globe, 
including: 

■	 the UN Fund for South-South 
Cooperation; 

■	 the UN-India Trust Fund for 
Sustainable Development;

■	 India-Brazil-South Africa Facility for 
Poverty and Hunger Alleviation (IBSA 
Fund); and, 

■	 the Pérez-Guerrero Trust Fund for 
South-South Cooperation (PGTF), 
managed by UNOSSC on behalf  of 
the Group of  77. 

To address the increasing impact of 
climate change, the UNOSSC also leads 
and coordinates the efforts of  UN to 
enhance SSC and TrC on climate actions 
in supporting the implementation of  the 
United Nations Secretary-General’s Climate 
Change Engagement Strategy.

An online tool, available on the UNOSSC 
website, entitled South-South Galaxy 
(http://www.southsouth-galaxy.org/), 
invites stakeholders to contribute lessons 
learned and good practices related to SSTC, 
which will serve as inputs for future reports.

2  UNOSSC Trust Fund Management website: https://
www.unsouthsouth.org/our-work/south-south-trust-
fund-management/
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